Ultrastructural study of the pineal gland of the chicken (Gallus gallus).
The authors studied the pineal glands of chickens (Gallus gallus) between the ages of 2 and 5 days with the electron microscope. They described two distinct areas in the parenchyma of the organ: the follicles, formed by two cellular categories, the pineal A and B cells, and the parafollicular zone, which surrounds and separates the follicles from the connective walls. This area is formed, fundamentally, by two types of cells and nerve fibers. These cells occasionally delimit cavities. We propound the hypothesis of the possible transformation of the parafollicular zone into follicles.